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Pursuing dreams
Donna Maretta Ariestanti
3" year student, Doctoral program

Department of Biological Sciences

As a child who has
grown up in a family of
teachers, | have developed
a long-standing love for

' ‘ education especially
\ science since my early
childhood and have long
wished to make my own achievements in the
field of science. To become a researcher and
also a lecturer in my country, Indonesia, have
always been my long-cherished aspirations,
and decided to pursue these dreams.

| always believe that my country has so
many talented human resources, yet an
immense gap exists between Indonesia and
the advanced countries in terms of teaching
and research. For this reason, | have decided
that 1 would like to continue my postgraduate
program in one of the advanced countries, and
Japan was my next destination.

About 5 years ago, road to my dream
finally began to gradually open. | had the
opportunity to become a postgraduate student
in Tokyo Tech. I was hoping that as one of the
most prestigious universities in Japan, Tokyo

Tech could educate me in the most updated
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theory and enhance my research capacity,
ultimately helping me make my own
achievements in science field. So for me, that
moment was like a dream come true.

Now I’m researching about Ig-hepta, a
member of the G-protein-coupled receptor
(GPCR) family that was found in our lab. I’'m
very interested in studying about GPCRs
because they play a major role in signal
transduction and are targets of many
therapeutic drugs. | want to be part of this
innovative breakthrough, and eventually
introduce this topic to the young generation in
Indonesia.

I consider it almost a courtesy to spread
our science knowledge to the society, tell
them about what we are doing and why it is
interesting. | want to be a motivator for the
young people and the society to love science.
I want people to be inspired by science. I
want children to want to be scientists. And |
want the public to think our work is important
and worthwhile. Toward this ideal, | will
improve my capability both in science and

communication with a passionate heart.

BFEELNDL

College Life in Tokyo Tech
Tanasak Kaew
1th year student, Graduate school

Department of Life Science
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Three months
have passed since |
arrived here at Japan

to  continue

RHAM 1B

my
study at graduate

level. Every day:
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adventure and big
challenge for me.
Eating and cooking Japanese foods, especially
sushi and ramen, is one of the activities that
always make me happy and smiling. I am also
impressed by the magnificence of Japan’s
traditional shrines and temples. Thanks to the
excellent railway system here for its convenience,
I am able to travel to many interesting places
while spending a little time. Because | had studied
Japanese language before coming here, the
language barrier seems not to be as big problem as
I thought to communicate with people and to be
familiar with other Japanese cultures. For the
academic life, my research focus is molecular
design and organic synthesis of functional
biomolecules as therapeutic agents to be
integrated into drug delivery system. When |
started my laboratory work, everything seems to
be quite difficult because, apart from having good
knowledge of organic chemistry, it requires
patience and elaborate way to perform each
experimental process. | am now gaining
experience from my labmates and may | use the
space here to say thank you to them,
“arigatouuuu”. Most important thing, | have to say
a big thank to all Sensei for giving me the

opportunity to study here and always providing
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me kind supports and constructive comments.
From now on, every minute that | spend here at
Tokyo Tech will be dedicated to my study and
research. Just like a snail that climbs a tree, | will
make some small progress every day. Even
though I walk slowly, I promise I will never go

backward.

BFEELNDL

Reminiscences of the past 3 years
KWEK Jasmine
3" year undergraduate student

School of Bioscience and Biotechnology

S—= It has been 3

years  since I

- entered Tokyo Tech.
I still remembered

how | was so lost

, | and confused when
I first entered Tokyo Tech. Although I joined the
Japanese preparatory course in Osaka University
for a year before | came over, it was still
overwhelming that all the classes were in
Japanese and how everyone around me was
speaking only Japanese. | was scared, | felt alone,
I wanted to go home. But fortunately for me, my
Japanese friends were really friendly and they
helped me a lot with lessons, note-taking and also
included me in their little groups. | felt welcomed
and that was what allowed me to carry on.

Also, | am really glad that I made the
decision to join the Kendo club in year 1. Asiitis a

bukatsu, I was able to have first-hand experience
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of how it is like in a bukatsu and | am able to
learn manners of the Japanese society. Training
was tiring and it was hard to keep up with the rest,
but by persevering and going on with the training
made me stronger physically and even mentally
after 2 and a half years.

Three years later, | am now a third year
student and a member of the URABE HATA lab. |
am very thankful that the professors and seniors
around me are always so patient with me even
though | am still bad at Japanese. | am also very
glad that | was given the chance to choose the lab
that I really have interest in.

| cannot say that | am already familiar with
everything around me, but | feel that | know more
about the society, the culture and | have come to
embrace all the differences between Japan and my
hometown. Getting past the period of culture
shock was hard, but | am glad | had friends and
classmates around me, so that I can enjoy school
life in Tokyo Tech.

I would really like to thank all the professors
who have been patient with my bad Japanese, my
classmates from school of bioscience and
bioengineering, members of the Kendo club as

well as members from the URABE HATA lab.
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