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“Bioscience and Biotechnology” encountersa 10
milestone at the 10th birthday

“Bioscience and Biotechnology” (Biotitech) is making a
ggeat leap forward on the occasion of its 10th anniversary, 10
thanks to a series of ,\?_oqd news. The most |mPr ve one
was bestowed from Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology, who selected Biotitech for “ The
21st Century COE (Center of Excellence) program”. This
novel pr(%?ram, launched initially as “ Top 30", intends to
emphatically support the carefully screened departments of 21
Japanese universities based on their past academic and edu- COE COE21)
cational performances and future plans. As Dean of
Biotitech, | acknowledge the all professors, staffs, alumni,
and students for this honor. Being selected in this program,
Biotitech will be requested to be the world-class base for
education and academic research with marked individual-
ity or outstanding characteristics. In addition, Biotitech must
exhibit leadership in its education and academic study within
Tokyo Tech, since Biotitech is one of the only four depart-
ments in Tokyo Tech that were selected for The 21st Cen-
tury COE. There are afew more glad tidings that should be COE21 4
mentioned here. First, Professor Masuo Aizawa, a former
dean of Biotitech, was elected as President of Tokyo Tech,
for the first time from the professors who reside in
Suzukakedai Campus. Second, “ Suzukake Hall”, a student
union building, was built as a welfare facility for students
and teaching staffs and has been open since October. This
hall had been adream of Tokyo Tech and a number of E)eople
had devoted considerable efforts to it. We are very pleased
that the student union building was first built here prior to
O-okayamaCampus. 10

Now that Biotitech is influential in Tokyo Tech to a great
extent, globalization of our academic research and standard-
ization of support for students and technical staffs are ur-
gent agenda. To thisend, we built anew program that would
support the group studies organized beyond the usual boarder
of research areasin order to establish the close relationship
with theforeign research institutes and universities. Themain
purpose of this program isto obtain aworldwide reputation
such as, “Biotitech is aleading research center of ...,” and
five groups have already started their activities. We also
restarted Biotitech Seminar, the semiannual collogquium dis-
continued for awhile, in which two speakers selected from
the professors in Biotitech are supposed to give atalk. This
seminar would provide us with o%ortu_nm&s for free dis-
cussions and cooperative works. As with the support for
students, we established Aizawa Fund based on Prof.
Aizawa’s donation and his intention to encourage mental
toughness of students. This fund will support the selected
students who want to go abroad for the purposes associated
with their mental training but not with their thesis works.
Furthermore, in order to take advantage of COE21 to its
potential, we are planning to build up asystem for research
associate and postdoctoral fellow and for the student sup-
Ports. | would greatlty appreciate your further cooperation

or our continuous effortsto improve and upgrade Biotitech.
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Professor Ichiro Okura
Dean, Graduated School of Bioscience
and Biotechnology

Tokyo Institute of Technology

COE21



With the first decade of Bioscience and Bio-
technology department

Dear Colleagues:

First of all, please accept my sincere congratulations for
the 10th anniversary of Department/Graduate School of
Bioscience and Biotechnology of Tokyo Institute of Tech-
nology. My career there as an associate professor started in
1991 and continued until | moved here into University of
Tsukubain 2001, so that it overlaps well the first decade of
THE DEPARTMENT history. The story of pioneers sounds
similar in that founders and their co-workers worked hard
(I appreciateit!) but members of the organization face diffi-
culty, though ambitious and delightful. Thiswas indeed the
case with myself. For instance, my laboratory bench wasin
the fifth floor of G1 building, whereas my officewasin the
second floor of R3 building, until B2 building was avail-
able. | can not count how many times | walked and run
through a valley between two buildings.

B1 and B2 buildings were set, and the active DEPART-
MENT history began. The vivid atmosphere encouraged me
to grow the basis of my science; students with a spirit of
enterprise activated me; collaboration and discussion with
colleaguesin avariety of research fields inspired me; great
helps of senior professors, colleagues, and THE DEPART-
MENT office always supported me and did more when |
met impedance. Thus | should say that | had a good time
with good friends. | would like to express my best gratitude
toal in THE DEPARTMENT.

Herein Tsukubal am enjoying an academic life, although
| am ahit confused with the system of this university con-
sisting of mutually independent education and research sys-
tems called Gakugun ( ) and Gakukei ( ), respec-
tively. | have started my new career in asmall space (which
is, of course, much wider than my past 36 m?-Nagatsuta
laboratory space) with PDs graduated from THE DE-
PARTMENT and visiting studentsfrom THE DEPART-
MENT. Collaborations with colleagues who are and
werein Nagatsuta are ongoing. These help me so much
to take off here.

Friends! | welcome you. Further, | am looking for-
ward to hearing from all of you, who | shared
unexchangeable time with and owed much to.

With warm regards,
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Kyosuke Nagata

Department of Infection Biology,
Institute of Basic Medical Sciences,
University of Tsukuba,

1-1-1 Tennodai, Tsukuba 305-8575,

Japan

ing out research in the fields of biotechnology, bioengineer-
ing, computer science and environmental engineering. |
opened my new laboratory at Graduate School of Life Sci-
ence and Systems Engineering, Kyushu Institute of Tech-
nology from 1, April 2001. At thetime, asthe experimental
facilities were not prepared here, my group have to put up
with inconvenience very much. A one and half years later,
now we have good experimental environment and facilities
in my laboratory in order to devel op top-notch researches.
Currently, my research group is developing new technolo-
gies for cultured cell based drug discovery and chemical
safety proofing. These research projects have featured bio-
sensor technologies, cellular engineering, neural engineer-
ing, and bioelectronics technologies. The research outputs
have been taken into the industry—academia cooperation to
develop practical technologies. In this context, | would be
happy if | can find more opportunity to work together with
you to contribute scientific activity, industrial activity and
social activity in the not-too-distant future.

T. Haruyama, Ph.D.

Professor

Department of Biological Functions
and Engineering

Graduate School of Life Science and
Systems Engineering

Kyushu Institute of Technology
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New research Projects

Dear dl

| can remember the days while | had studied at To-
kyo Institute of Technology as a student and also asan
Assistant Professor. It was not long past. When | was
came to the Kitakyushu Science and Research Park at
about one and half years ago, there are fully under con-
struction including research building where | am at now.
At the Science and Research Park, national, municipal
and private universities and research institutes carry-
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My Ten Years at Nagatsuda Campus

Dear Colleagues:

Six months have passed since | moved from TIT to this
University. | joined TIT early in the autumn of 1992. | still
remember the very first day | stepped into Nagatsuda Cam-
pus. It was a beautiful hot day. My room on the fourth floor
of the B1 Building was almost empty. When | looked out
from the window, | was impressed by the hills surrounding
the campus. The green tree leaves occupying the hillswere
shining vividly, swaying to the left and to the right in the
wind. | was very happy to be there. | had just finished my
post-doc work in the U.S. and it was my first laboratory |
was responsible for. It iswell known that in the U.S. most
assistant professors have independent groups. However,
eveninthe U.S. the physical and financial scalesone assis-
tant professor can own istypically very small. My first [abo-
ratory was exactly such of akind that a fresh assistant pro-
fessor would find in the U.S. on his or her first day of em-
ployment. The almost luxurious freedom generously given
by TIT to do my own research project made me very ex-
cited, however. Such freedom along with responsibility trig-
gers the primary motivation of doing science, | believe. |
felt asif the tree leaves had been celebrating the start of my
lab.

| was very fortunate to have been given continuous sup-
port in TIT from many fellow scientists, the office person-
nel and students. Of course, | kept trying to do my best dur-
ing working hours at the lab (and also at karaoke bars, al-
though unsuccessful in this case). Without their encourage-
ment, however, | would have lost my way to continue my
work. Moreover, thanks to the interdisciplinary composi-
tion of the scientistsin the campus, | came to be acquainted
with many peoplein fields distinct from mine. They are my
dearest treasures and you cannot imagine how much they
have enriched my life.

| believe many young scientists reading this essay, either
in Nagatsuda Campus or somewhere else in the world, are
in the same situation as | was ten years ago. Put faith in
yourself and strive for the best.

With Best regards,

F o lolukawe

LI

Fuyuki Ishikawa
Kyoto University
Graduate School of Biostudie

E-mail fishikaw@Iif.kyoto-u.ac.jp

Chemistry isthe Key to Understand Life

Dear colleagues:

My name is Hideya Yuasa, a new associate professor of
Department of Life Science since October, 2000. | am new
as an associate professor, but have spent 17 yearsin this
ingtitute. | started my life in Tokyo Tech as an undergradu-
ate student at Department of Chemistry and moved to a
graduate course of life science (Seimei Kagaku Senkou) in
Suzukakedai before the current graduate school was orga-
nized. After obtaining PhD degree, | enjoyed two years
posdoc at Alberta University in Canada and one year expe-
rience in RIKEN Frontier Program. In 1994, | came back
home as an assistant professor in this department. | am spe-
cialized in bioorganic chemistry and glycotechnology, in

which we are trying to make the artificial molecules with
interesting properties that would give new concepts to the
developments of drugs and bio-related materials.

What | am aways concerned about for the students today
in this department is that they might have chosen to study
life science because they think they’ re not good at chemis-
try and physics, as opposed to what most of my generation
would have thought of. |, for example, selected the life sci-
ence department because | was fond of chemistry and
thought this science would be an important basis to investi-
gatelife. If you want to be agood car mechanic, you might
aswell learn the properties of the materials that constitute
the engine, tires, suspensions, and the other car components.
In the same way, studying chemistry should be very impor-
tant to be agood life scientist. Though it is my job to get
them to be interested in thisfield, | dwaysfeel difficulty in
teaching chemistry even to the students of my lab. If you
have a wonder drug or advice for the above issue, please
contact me (hyuasa@bio.titech.ac.jp, http://www.hashimoto-
|ab.bio.titech.ac.jp).

With best regards,
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HideyaYuasa, Ph.D.

Department of Life Science

Graduate School of Bioscience
and Biotechnology

I'd liketo contributetoward enriching research
and education further

Dear everybody,

Let me write abit about myself.

I'm Associate Professor at the Department of Biomolecular
Engineering. My recent research focuses on understanding
the catalysis of the enzymes in non-agueous solution such
as organic solvents and supercritical fluids. My major was
polymer chemistry during graduate school student, so I'd
shifted to the different fields, but what | learned there stood
me in good stead later. Because most of biomolecules such
asnucleic acids, protein, and carbohydrates are also macro-
molecules.

| stayed in the United States for nine months last year to
investigate novel biomaterials. An English conversation
class, international women's club, and alumni associations
were deeply concerned with the university. | was surprised
that the volunteer system of alectureisalso arranged. | felt
there isasignificant difference in Japan and the US about
the relation between a university and alocal resident. We
have many things whose exampleis followed.

There are many excellent staff and students in Tokyo In-
stitute of Technology. | believe this department will pro-
vide a great environment to search for truth and to give full
play to our creative imagination.

Best regards,
L 10
Hr BN

Toshiaki MORI, Ph.D

Department of Biomolecular
Engineering,

Graduate School of Bioscience
and Biotechnology



Working with young studentsisfun!

Dear Colleagues,

It isagreat pleasure for me to have an opportunity to in-
troduce myself to you all. Two years have passed since |
moved to the Suzukake-dai campus of Tokyo Institute of
Technology as an assistant professor in October, 2000. |
was then promoted to an associate professor in October,
2001. Before coming here, | had been studying mouse ge-
netics as a postdoctoral fellow at Fred Hutchinson Cancer
Research Center in Seattle, USA for four and a half years.

The scientific environment surrounding me has drastically
changed since | came here. The communication tool (lan-
guage) has of course changed, but the most significant
change isthe way | interact with other people. During the
postdoctoral work aswell as during my PhD work in Kansai
Medical University in Osaka for six years, | had beenin
quite small laboratories and working alone. There were just
me and my supervisor. Now | amworking with alot of gradu-
ate studentsin thelab. | also have a chance to interact with
undergraduate students by giving lectures. There are alot
more work to do now and | am getting much busier than
before. However, it is also much more fun to work together
and interact with young ambitious students.

| am currently studying basic cell biology. | am trying to
elucidate how specific proteins are sorted for trafficking to
the lysosome, and how specific proteins are localized to
specific regions of the axon in neurons. As amember of the
Tokyo Institute of Technology, it will be wonderful if | can
contribute to our society through these studies with my stu-
dents.

With best regards,
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Masayuki Komada
Department of Life Sciences

Dead or Alive?

Dear colleagues,

Itismy pleasureto introduce myself. Apart from two year's
stay in Switzerland, | have been in the Suzukake campus
for almost ten years. Last August | have moved from De-
partment of Bioengineering to Research Center for Experi-
mental Biology, Tokyo Institute of Technology. The build-
ing isrelatively new (completed in 1997) and islocated at
the back side of Gene Research Center. As ajoin-use facil-
ity, this center mainly maintains experimental animals and
provides various experimental equipments. Using some
spacesin this center, | started anew laboratory with acouple
of graduate students last year. Because of their completion
of master or doctor courses, | have actually made a fresh
start with four undergraduate studentsthisApril. It is some-
how laborious to teach them experiments by myself. | am
also struggling to get grants like young guy of my age. Al-
though it must be abig challenge to supervise an own labo-
ratory, "Dead or Alive?' might be not only akey phrase for
my research project, but also for my laboratory.

After getting Ph.D., | have been mainly studying the kill-
ing pathways mediated by cytotoxic T lymphocytes (CTL)
which play an essential role in host defense by eliminating
virus-infected cells and transformed cells. In addition to the
cell murder, during an oversea research experience, | was
especially intrigued by the molecular basis of the cell sui-
cide termed programmed cell death (apoptosis). Just then

the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine for 2002 has
been awarded for the discovery concerning "genetic regu-
|ation of organ development and programmed cell death”.
The research field has been increasingly competitive for the
|ast ten years and might be more and more in the future. To
survive in thefield of "Apoptosis’, | will do my best not to
push the switch leading to death.
Best regards,

- ?:HD. ] L.Il.J([IIh&Cul{Da_

Takao Kataoka, Ph.D.
Research Center for Experimental
Biology

Self-Introduction and First Resolution

Dear colleagues,

| am grateful for this opportunity to introduce myself. On
April 1, 2002, | was appointed to be alecturer of the De-
partment of Life Science. Now | have started to work at
Room 501 of B1 building in the Suzukake-dai campus.

| was born in Fukushima pref. and had moved to Tokyo,
Osakaand Saitama. | entered the Faculty of Science, Tokyo
Institute of Technology in 1987. In those days, bioscience
and biotechnology became one of the popular scientific tar-
gets in Japan and the two departments were newly estab-
lished in our university. After | graduated from Tokyo Tech
and was awarded a Ph. D. degreein 1996, | moved in a
piece of beautiful land surrounded by mountains, Nishi-
Harima, Hyogo pref. There is SPring-8, a synchrotron ra-
diation facility, which became unexpectedly famous in the
arsenic analyses for collecting evidencesin acriminal suit.
The facility can produce various energy ranges of photons
(from infrared to g-ray) and many kinds of experiments
(spectral analyses, crystallography, etc.) can be performed
there. | was involved in the construction of the facility for
X-ray protein crystallography and studied on the determi-
nation of protein structures.

After the completion of human genome analyses, three-
dimensional structure of biological macromoleculeisanext
target in the comprehensive studies of bioscience. Many
projects of protein structure determination have been started
around the world. The results will be patented and applied
to drug design, engineering of proteins and so on. Also, it
will be easy for researchers to determine the structure of
their desired proteins by themselves, since the techniques
will be developed in concentrated studies.

Since moving to the new environment, half year has al-
ready passed. | have re-started my research for the determi-
nation of various protein structures and the methodol ogy of
crystallography; however, | have been facing the difficul-
ties of the education which | have never experienced, and
recognizing the importance of it. Recently, the significance
and environment of education and scientific research are
changing. In these situations, | should straighten myself and
will enjoy it.

Best regards,

At %
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Takashi Kumasaka, Ph. D.
Department of Life Science



Starting my work in T1Tech

Dear Colleagues:

| am glad to introduce myself to you. On October 1,2001,
| have been appointed to be assistant professor of the De-
partment of Bioengineering, Tokyo Institute of Technology.

Before appointing to be assistant professor, | studied here
asastudent, and | felt thisinstitute is very attractive. So, it
will be agreat pleasure working in this institute. | would
like to contribute to this institute as much as possible.

If you have an opportunity to come Suzukakedai campus
(re-named from Nagatsuta campus), please feel free to visit
our lab.

With best regards,

I'x ? Q? Ao

Shun-ichiro Ogura
Department of Bioengineering

Road to Perdition?

Dear colleagues,

On January 16, 2002, | was appointed an assistant profes-
sor of the Department of Biological Information. I'm agradu-
ate of TIT-bio and married. My wife, Mary, isaso agradu-
ate of TIT-bio, now working at another university as an as-
sistant professor. My wife and | are extraordinary
workaholics: We love seeing amovie, riding a motorcycle,
and diving under the sea, but don't have enough time for
these activities.

I'm deeply concerned about the future of Japan and the
future of Japanese science. Last year, my wifeand | visited
Turkey as 90% tourists and 10% scientists (note to taxpay-
ers: at our own cost). In Istanbul, we met a Turkish scientist
who worked with us sometime ago in Japan. He told us
what happened to the beautiful country over the last de-
cade. Economic crisis hit al over the country, causing in-
flation at an annual rate of over 100%, and the government
had little money to spend for science (Now the situation
seems to be getting better). Who can say the same thing
will never happen to Japan? Even worse is the problem of
education. It seems to me that not studying hard and not
working hard have became the virtue in this country. Brit-
ish prime minister Tony Blair addressed in 1996 at the gen-
eral election: "My three priorities for government would
be... education, education, and education.” I'm neither a
politician nor a bureaucrat, but I'm thinking what | can do
in my situation. No answer yet.

A few weeks ago, two Japanese won the Nobel Prizesin
Physics and in Chemistry. | sincerely hope this news opens
eyes of kids and youth to natural science.

With my best regards,
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Yuki Yamaguchi
Department of Biological Information

Joyful laboratory life

Dear, colleagues,
Now | am working as the assistant Prof. of the Depart-
ment of Biological Information. And | enjoy lab lifein

Suzukake-dai campus with young students every day.

| did not imagine this situation when | entered Tokyo In-
stitute of Technology. | entered T1Tech asthefirst year stu-
dent of the Faculty of Bioscience and Biotechnology in 1991.
At that time, | didn't know where Suzukake-dai campus
would be. However, | spent aquarter of my lifein Suzukake-
dai campustill now. During my campus life, | experienced
numberless joys.

One of the recent joys of my campus life was the meeting
with graduated foreign students again. When | belonged
|aboratory, the members were very international. The coun-
tries of members were America, China, Korea, Iceland and
Thailand. They could speak Japanese. However, | had to
speak English when | drunk with them. But it wasvery funny.
| heard various things about cultures, education, and so on.
However, such atime did not continue for along time. With
the time, foreign seniors graduated and went to each way.
And | also graduated. After graduation, | had an opportu-
nity to meet themA @again. They came back to Japan on
business. They reminded me of the joyful days | had spent
them. They have not changed much, but they became a pro-
fessor or project leader. It was aglad thing and aso became
encouragement to me.

If you have an opportunity to come near Suzukake-dai
campus, visit your graduated laboratory.

With best regards,
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Masayasu Mie, Ph.D.
Department of Biological Information

My Uncommon Career

Dear colleagues,

| have been appointed to be Assistant Professor of the
Department of Biomolecular Engineering, at the Graduate
School of Bioscience and Biotechnology, Tokyo Institute
of Technology on December, 2000. | am glad to introduce
myself to you at this column.

| had gone to Suzukakeda campusfor 5 yearsin master’'s
and doctoral courses after graduation from Tokyo College
of Pharmacy (Tokyo University of Pharmacy and Life Sci-
ence, at present). After finish the doctoral program on Mar.
1999, | worked as a pharmacist at an apothecary, for | have
alicense of pharmacy and want to put the license to practi-
cal use. During thejob | met an opportunity to get acquainted
with avariety of persons and to know their thoughts as well
asto have knowledge of medicine, therefore | spent dearest
time in the pharmacy. Fortunately, | had a chance to get
backA @to T1Tech as staff in 2000’s winter. At that time |
like the job in the pharmacy, but | decided to be assistant
professor.

Now | belong to the laboratory where | spent my student
days. My research areais devel opment of efficient method-
ology for synthesizing of useful compoundsincluding phar-
macologically active compounds and organic materials. |
feel happy to make aresearch and education at this insti-

|1|l__:| s, ;.;f?'m )I:EI

With best regards,
Yuuki Takayama

Department of Biomolecular
Engineering

Graduate School of Bioscience and
Biotechnology



A Short Stay at ETH

Dear all,

| am now in my second year in this position. | graduated
from Graduate School of Bioscience and Biotechnology,
Tokyo Institute of Technology in May 2000, and after
postdoctoral work for ayear, took this position.

Last year, | had the great opportunity that | visited to ETH
using an exchange program of researchers between Tokyo
Institute of Technology and ETH. | had somekinds of shocks
there. A first small shock isthat the morningin ETH isvery
early. People go to work at 7 or 8 am and classes start from
8 am. The second one is about a postdoc in ETH. They al-
most plan to transfer two or three postdoctoral position in
the world to gain the actual results, for example Switzer-
land, Germany, England and USA. And when they are of -
fered the academic position, they can have the independent
lab and project irrespective of his position. My friend who
was from Germany was also going to USA from next year.
So, | asked him "How about Japan?' He said "No". The
reason is asfollows. Thefirst, he doesn't know about Japan
at al (although he never been to USA) and next, Japanese
don't understand German and English (of course, he speak
either German and English). He thinks that although Japa-
nese is poor linguists, they can understand Chinese! The
third one is about a professor. A classin ETH was held in
German. The professor, who was from USA, was made to
correct his German by his student during hisfirst stay. He
learned German hard, and he was told in his second stay
that his German was better than before. Postdocsin ETH
come from all over the world, they can write the thesisin
any language that is easy to write. Necessarily, the profes-
sor does check that. | saw the thesis written in Spanish for
the first time there (I don't know whether there isthe thesis
written in Japanese there.). This opportunity gave me an
impact on my career goals.

Now, | enjoy the lablifein thisuniversity, interacting with
many young students and learning English. | hope | can
discover an important biological phenomenon connected
with the industrial application during my stay in
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With best regards,
Rie Yatsunami, Ph.D.
Graduate School of Bioscience and
Biotechnology

From a historic city Nara to a flourishing city
Yokohama

Dear everyone,

| lived in Narafor 7 years before coming here. Narais
surrounded by mountains, as you know, there are many fa-
mous temples and shrines remaining from early times. Such
apeaceful environment hel ped meto relax when | wastired
out by my experiments. Moving to Yokohamafrom that his-
toric city this May, | immediately noticed that this flourish-
ing city isfilled with many kinds of information and stimuli.
Influential individuals often say “It isimportant for us to
have ability to distinguish the true nature of things from the
chaos of information*. Although such a phraseisrather ba-
nal and stereotyped, the bustle of this flourishing city re-
minded me of that.

| am quite sure the same is true in the case of the bio-
sciences. More and more scientific magazines are being
published, and increasing numbers of presentations are made

at every academic conference with every year. In addition,
now we can easily gain access to these reports through the
Internet. It comes to be more important that the true nature
of an area of research is recognized out of the increasing
flow of information without being affected by the present
fashion, whereas, we are now required to investigate what
society wants now or in the near future, which are often
materials linked to innovative medicines or methods for
healing illness. | once heard this somewhat ironic statement:
scientists in the Department of Engineering or Agriculture
aim to find and make what society will use within 20 years,
but scientistsin the Department of Science investigate what
might be used within one century. Now all researchers are
required to contribute shortly to society. This requirement
is quite reasonable, | understand, but inasense | think it is
also “ putting the cart before the horse”. Distinguishing the
true nature of things, proposing new concepts regarding the
processes of life and building new scientific knowledge are
fundamentally the very aim for biosciences, and these are
considered likely to be useful for society in the near or dis-
tant future. It issimple intellectual curiosity about life that
sometimes becomes the motivation for real progressin bio-
science. Although in some cases such scientific activities
completely agree with benefits for society in the near future
by leading to innovative medicines or therapies, it is per-
haps the most important thing to balance our inquisitive-
ness and benefits for society.

Asfor me, I'm still looking for the true nature of my new
project amidst the chaos of information. Here at the Tokyo
Institute of Technology | have a suitable environment for
such asearch, and | hope | will be able to not only achieve
my own goalsin biosciences but also make aworthy contri-

Tockiah M

Best regards,
Toshiaki Tanaka, Ph.D.
Department of Biological Sciences
Graduate School of Bioscience and
Biotechnology

Something changed and changeless

Dear all,

| entered Tokyo Institute of Technology in 1991 as afirst
student of Faculty of Bioscience and Biotechnology. Our
first campus life at O-okayama was not enough for conve-
niences, for example, we could not have a locker. But pro-
fessors and students of our faculty were very activein a
lecture or a basic experiment class. Then we study in
Nagatsuta campus from the third grade. After graduation of
thiscourse, | studied for 5 yearsin the same doctoral course
and | am working now as aresearch associate in Nagatsuta
campus, where | have spent a pleasant campus life for 10
yearslong.

I have found something that changed herein this 10 years.
For example, first, vending machines for something to drink
were |located on the first floor of B1-building, when | was
in amaster course. Before that, we had to go to another
building with an about 5 minutes walk to get a soft drink.
Second, a mailbox was moved from a front of Sougou
Kenkyuu Kan to Suzukake gate. And ATM of the bank and
the post office was constructed there. It is very convenient
for a people who walk to Nagatsuta campus from
Suzukakedai station. Third, a canteen and shop of co-op
were approached to B1, B2-building in 2002. We have easy
access to these shops.



| feel that Nagatsuta campus has been changed to be con-
venient and that there is also something changeless. That
should be activity in B1, B2-building, which isindicated in
the fact that the building is lighted during anight. | would
be more than happy to work here to contribute to activities
of Graduate School & School of Bioscience and Biotech-

nology.
With best regards,
< my.uﬁp Tt AR
Hiroyuki FURUSAWA, Ph. D.
Department of Biomolecular
Engineering
Graduate school of Bioscience and
Biotechnology
Seek and Find
Dear colleagues,

| am a chemist. After four and a half years career at a
genera chemical company, | came to this campus last year.
As easily you can imagine, | was concerned to tight aimed
projects of chemical products at the company. Though the
purposes of those projects are so distinct and strict, much
primitive chemistry are concealed in them. The beauty of
chemistry would come up from the comprehension of mo-
lecular mechanism. But molecular systems are sometimes
too complicate to extract asimple principle. So we are some-
times caught in a trap on the way to the aim. But with our
own persistent experimental activities, even a misunder-
standing brings us somewhere further field beyond our first
supposition. The seeking matter and the finding are not al-
ways the same. Research and devel opment play a comple-
mentary role vis-a-vis. In the more independent situation
here, we are wandering out of bioscience to find something
about life by trial and error.

In our group, we are researching the chemistry in weak
perturbations. At the self organized structure or self organi-
zation process of (bio) molecular systems, weak interaction
and / or small differences in molecular shape can control
the whole morphology and dynamics of supra structures.
Using weak phonon or photon, furthermore, using interface
or surface we believe that we will be able to control the bio
systems and create novel chemistry with life.

I would like to try to seek and find with due caution not to

DEZ RN

Cordially yours,
KAWASAKI, Takayoshi
Okahata-Mori Lab.

After entrance at Tokyo Institute of Technology

Dear dl,

| am glad to introduce myself to you in this opportunity.
When | entered Tokyo Institute of Technology (TITech) in
1992, the faculty of Bioscience and Biotechnology wasjust
established. Those days, there was no faculty to which the
name was attached with the "Bio", and | said to afriend "l
belong to the faculty of Bioscience and Biotechnology”, and
then he asked me "what is studied?' That is, the field of
Bioscience and Biotechnology has been very flesh, and |
was attracted and interested in this field. Now, there are

many faculties and departments relevant to Bioscience and
Biotechnology, it is thought that the faculty of TITech has
been recognized as one of the leading facultiesin the field
of the Bioscience and Biotechnology in Japan.

| learned many thingsin TITech. Even now, | remember
that Professor Aizawa, the present president of Tl Tech, gave
alecture eagerly about 10 years ago. Furthermore, after
belonging the laboratory at afourth grader, | wasled to Pro-
fessor Ueno, Associate Professor Mihara and other mem-
bers of the laboratory in many things relevant to research.
Now, | am working as an assistant professor in Tokyo Insti-
tute of Technology, and | want to do my best in the research
and so on. Furthermore, it isthought that | have to give the
studentsthat | have learned in the past about 10 years. Since
| do my best, | need your help well in the present and the
future.

With best regards,

Thoposht Takahesh

Tsuyoshi Takahashi

Department of Bioengineering

Graduate School of Bioscience and
Biotechnology
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From the editors,

We are very much pleased to send you this news letter with the help of members of the committee of BIOTITECH news
letter and the alumni/alumnae of Faculty of Bioscience and Biotechnology in Tokyo Institute of Technology. We would
like to ask you to send your letters in which you can describe your recent interesting events, private happl ness, exciting
studies and/or successful business. Any comments or opinions related to
BIOTITECH are also welcome at any time. The following e-mail addressis avail-
ablefor your convenience:kohsumi@bio.titech.ac.jp or tkamachi @bio.titech.ac.jp
We can arrange your letters as articles in the next news letter. "

Contributors, including those who send |etters through e-mail, must include
full name, address, and daytime phone and facsimile numbers. We need your §
recent profile or information including a brief description on our current work to |
update the TIT who's who list. You are very welcome to send your correspon-
dencein any form and contents.

We hope that this news letter fives you a good opportunity to keep your mutual
communication with one another and make your international network solid.

With best wishes, Suzukake Hall
The Committee of BIOTITEC NEWSLETTER The Alumni/Aluminae of BIOTITECH
c/o Dr. Keita Ohsumi c/o Dr. Toshiaki Kamachi
Department of Biological Information Department of Bioengineering
Graduate School of Bioscience and Biotechnology Graduate School of Bioscience and Biotechnology
Tokyo Instiute of Technology Tokyo Instiute of Technology
4259 Nagatuta, Midori-ku 4259 Nagatuta, Midori-ku
Yokohama 226-8501, Japan Yokohama 226-8501, Japan
Phone: +81-45-924-5724 Phone: +81-45-924-5730
Fax: +81-45-924-5738 Fax: +81-45-924-5730
E-mail: kohsumi @bio.titech.ac.jp E-mail: tkamachi @bio.titech.ac.jp




